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could be made to the flfche. I immediately perceived that without the flkcke and the ridge on which it stood the possession of the first height would be of no use, and that fche fort would not dare to fire upon us for fear of hurting their own men, I therefore ordered the two companies to attack it. They advanced briskly, and the enemy abandoned it; we lost two men. The flkche stood upon a narrow ridge which ran to within 500 yards of the fort. The top of it was tolerably clear, but the sides much encumbered with brushwood. The enemy began to fire grape, but, taking advantage of the Jttche, which the workmen began to reverse, and of the nature of the ground, I contrived to put under cover both the flank companies and several of the others which came up under Lieutenant-Colonel Gilman to our support. Other workmen were employed in clearing a road for cannon to the knoll we first reached and from thence to the batteries in the rear. The chief engineer came forward and found the situation extremely favourable for batteries. I observed that much was wanting to make the post secure; all could not be done in daylight exposed to the enemy's fire, but from some mistake the working parties had not arrived to do what was possible and absolutely necessary.
After a short time the enemy ceased to molest us, and I went back to make my report to the General and to hurry on the working parties. I found him in one of the batteries. Whilst I was speaking to him we observed a body of men marching out of the fort and advancing towards the post I had just taken. Orders were immediately sent to the most commanding batteries to fire upon them. I ran to the post, which was attacked almost immediately. The ground and some houses in our front favoured the enemy's approach. I sent a detachment to reinforce a party I had posted on the left flank, but they were never able to form so as to occupy the ground I directed. The fire from the enemy was brisk and well-directed. They had the means of covering themselves, and they were clever in availing themselves of it; our men